
It all started in 1839 …

In 2017

3 university colleges and

5 campuses

became HVL / Western 

Norway University of

Applied Sciences (still 

with 5 campuses)





Western Norway University of Applied Sciences 

› Quick facts

• Approximately 17,000 students and 1750 staff

• Five campuses: Bergen, Førde, Haugesund, Sogndal and Stord

• Gunnar Yttri is rector from 2020 to 2024

• HVL has four faculties
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Department of Language, Literature, Mathematics and Interpreting

› Staff and students in Bergen, Sogndal and Stord.

› Approximately 160 employees, nearly seven per cent are professors and 69 per cent associate 
professors.

› Educations: Kindergarten, MA teacher education, BA education in sign language and 
interpretation.

› The department has many research groups and is involved in several of the strategic research 
programs at the Faculty of Teacher Education, Culture and Sports. Our research environment 
that is known nationally and internationally.

› The staff at the department publish research that is relevant to our educations and take part in 
national and international research projects. The department aims to be at the forefront of 
school and kindergarten-based knowledge development.
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MA Teacher Education 1-7 grades – in Bergen
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› Year 1 and 2 (120 ECT in total)

• 3 mandatory subjects: Mathematics (30 ECT), Norwegian (30 ECT), Pedagogy and 
student knowledge (30 ECT)

• 1 optional subject, 30 ECT (English, Science, Physical education, Religion, Arts and 
Crafts, Food and Health, Music, Social Science)

› Year 3 (60 ECT in total)

• Fall: One optional subject

• Spring: 30 ECT in a subject that qualify for 60 ECT in total in the subject that will be the 
MA subject

› Year 4 (60 ECT in total)

• 45 ECT in the MA subject (in Bergen: Norwegian, mathematics, English, Science, 
Physical education, Religion, Arts and Crafts, Food and Health, Music, Social Science, 
Pedagogy, Special needs education Initial training Norwegian and Mathematics)

• 15 ECT Pedagogy and student knowledge

› Year 5 (60 ECT in total)

• 45 ECT MA thesis

• 15 ECT Pedagogy and student knowledge



Norwegian as subject in MA Teacher Education 1-7

LANGUAGE LEARNING AND 

SUSTAINABLE LANGUAGE 

COMMUNITY

SUSTAINABLE LITERACY AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL CHILDREN’S

LITERATURE

https://www.hvl.no/studier/studieprogram/emne/MGBNO401
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Campus Information



Bergen campus

› Campus in Bergen is located at 

Kronstad just south of the city. Includes 

K1-building from 2014 as well as K2-

building from 2020.

› At campus: Bookshop, library, and 

several cafeterias.

› Training and health facilities nearby –

with special offers for students.



Housing

• Application deadlines for accommodation

• 1 November for Spring semester

• In Bergen: Housing guarantee if students apply before the 
deadline!

• NB! Students should not apply until they have received 
information from HVL regarding the application process. They
will receive this via email before the application deadline. It is 
important that they apply to the correct “queue” to get the 
housing guarantee.

• See more about accommodation procedures and possibilites:

https://www.hvl.no/en/campus-life/accommodation/

https://www.hvl.no/en/campus-life/accommodation/
https://www.hvl.no/en/campus-life/accommodation/


Nomination and application procedures

• The deadline for applying to HVL is:

• 15 April for the autumn semester (August - December)

• 15 October for Spring semester (January – June) (can apply from 15 September)

• Note! Students have to be nominated by their home university in order to apply 
for exchange through our online system.

• For nomination procedures – please see: https://www.hvl.no/en/studies-at-
hvl/exchange-studies/how-to-nominate/

• For application procedures – please see: https://www.hvl.no/en/studies-at-
hvl/exchange-studies/how-to-apply/

• Required documents:

- ID (passport or national identity card).

- Official Transcript of Records in English from home institution.

https://www.hvl.no/en/studies-at-hvl/exchange-studies/how-to-nominate/
https://www.hvl.no/en/studies-at-hvl/exchange-studies/how-to-apply/


Welcoming 
programme!

• Digital Orientation Day with practical information

• Physical Welcome Days – free lunch, taste of Norway, information about
health services, training possibilites, student organisations etc.

• https://www.hvl.no/en/studies-at-hvl/orientation-days/

https://www.hvl.no/en/studies-at-hvl/orientation-days/


Student assistants 
and Global Lounge

• We have a student assistant and Buddies at each campus – dedicated for 
organising social activites for international and local students!

• Global Lounge – the hub for inspirational and fun activitites!

• https://www.hvl.no/en/global-lounge/

https://www.hvl.no/en/global-lounge/


Mobility structure and offerings for incoming students

› Incoming students usually completes 30 ECTS in the Spring or Fall semester – in the form of 

either:

• Semester programmes: https://www.hvl.no/en/studies-at-hvl/exchange-studies/

• Separate courses within various academic fields: https://www.hvl.no/en/studies-at-

hvl/exchange-studies/exchange-courses/

All courses offered at HVL: https://www.hvl.no/en/studies-at-hvl/study-programmes/studies/
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https://www.hvl.no/en/studies-at-hvl/exchange-studies/
https://www.hvl.no/en/studies-at-hvl/exchange-studies/exchange-courses/
https://www.hvl.no/en/studies-at-hvl/study-programmes/studies/

